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amount to a hundred and twenty millions. Nor do we see
any signs which indicate that the term of her long do-

minion is approaching.
"She saw the commencement of all the governments

and of all the ecclesiastical establishments that now exist
in the world; and we feel no assurance that she is not de-

stined to see the end of them all. She was great and re-

spected before the Saxon had set foot on Britain before
the Frank had passed the Rhine when Grecian eloquence
still flourished at Antioch when idols were still worship-
ed in the temple of Mecca. And she may still exist in un-

diminished vigor when some traveler from New Zealand
shall, in the midst of a vast solitude, make his stand on a
broken arch of London Bridge to sketch the ruins of St.
Paul's.

"Is it not strange that in the year 1799 even sagacious
observers should have thought that at length the hour of
the Church of Rome had come? An infidel power

ascendant the Pope dying in captivity the most
illustrious prelates of France living in a foreign
country on Protestant alms the noblest edifices which
the munificence of former ages had consecrated to
the worship of God turned into temples of victory, or into
banqueting- - houses for political societies, or into Theophi-lanthrop- ic

chapels such signs might well be supposed to
indicate the approaching end of that long domination.

"But the end was not yet. Again doomed to death, the
milk-whi-te hind was fated not to die. Even before the
funeral rites of Pius the Sixth, the great reaction had com-

menced, which, after the lapse of more than forty years,
appears to be still in progress. Anarchy had its day. A
new order of things rose out of confusion new dynasties,
new laws, new titles; and amidst them emerged the an-

cient religion. The Arabs had a fable that the great pyra-
mid was built by the antediluvian kings, and alone of all
the works of men, bore the weight of the flood.

"Such was the fall of the Papacy. It had been buried
under the great inundation, but its deep foundation had
remained unshaken; and when the waters abated, it ap- -


